HIUKKAVAARA
Sustainable
Arctic
Winter City

International

Sustainable and smart

Arctic winter city

and life-sized city district

forerunner of model cities

Energy efficient city living
in all seasons

Hiukkavaara is the largest city
district to be built in Oulu and
the whole of Northern Finland
in upcoming decades. Homes
for 20,000 new residents will
be constructed around the old
barracks area. In addition, the
nearby Hiukkavaara Centre will
serve 40,000 Oulu residents.

Hiukkavaara is user-oriented. It
listens to its residents and companies, has conversations with them
and serves them. This “lowthreshold” city gives its residents
space to express themselves and
creates opportunities for
recreational activities and
enjoying the northern nature.
Maarit,

mother of a busy family:

”In Hiukkavaara, recreational
activities are close by. I
don’t need to drive the
children to the other side of
the city.”

Hiukkavaara is built to be ”humansized”: its apartments, buildings,
blocks, yards, streets and parks
are all designed for human-scale
life. In Hiukkavaara, you can walk,
cycle and ski: nature starts at
your front door, yet the shops and
cultural events are within walking
distance.
Furthermore, Hiukkavaara is
an international digital service
home, where information and
communications technology
companies take part in developing
the intelligent future of living and
recreational activities.

Tomi,

skateboarder:

“If they plan to build a
skatepark in Hiukkavaara,
it’d be great if as many of
us skateboarders as possible
could take part in
designing it.”

Hiukkavaara is a development
environment for housing and
services. Hiukkavaara oﬀers
premises for research, development, testing and launching.
How can a home become energy
eﬃcient, how are renewable
energy sources utilised and what
kind of new services are needed in
the future?
Hiukkavaara is an Arctic Smart
City where researchers, aiming for
state-of-the-art expertise, come
face-to-face with the practical use
of applications, and where companies developing services can get
inspiration from the outcomes of
everyday life.

Hiukkavaara is created together
through development and testing.

Join us in developing
Hiukkavaara. This model city
district of the future is designed
just for you!

www.ouka.ﬁ/hiukkavaara

Services in Hiukkavaara
Schools and daycare centres
Youth centres
Residential community centre
Health services
Commercial services
Swimming pool
Ice stadium and sports hall
Sports ﬁelds
Fitness centre
Aalikkokangas Sports Centre
250 kilometers of
cross-country ski tracks

The planning areas of Hiukkavaara
2012
Kivikkokangas
2013
Kiulukangas
2014
Southern parts of
Hiukkavaara Centre
2015
Hiukkavaara Centre
2016
Old Hiukkavaara
…
2030
Hiukkavaara has
20,000 residents

Risto,

wanderer:

“In Hiukkavaara, you can
start your hike from your
front porch, just hoist your
backpack on and you’ll reach
your campsite by nightfall.”

Winter is the starting point for
community design in Hiukkavaara.
The architecture of a snowy city,
the sunshine of a crisp winter day
and the joys of wintertime sports
provide new opportunities for
designing a city district. The areas
used for storing snow in the
winter are used for ﬂoorball and
basketball games in the summer.
The city district will be planned
taking the weather into account:
if the weather is good, people can
enjoy the fresh air, but if it is bad,
they can choose a covered route
that protects them from the rain.
Hiukkavaara is also a part of the
“Arctic wilderness” with its forest
animals, snowmobiles and hounds.
Sanginjoki, Niilesjärvi and Isosuo
recreational areas are within
walking or cross-country skiing
distance – the seasons of the
wilderness and the changing light
and nature are all part of city life.

Hiukkavaara – every day is a good day.

Hiukkavaara is a
sustainable northern
winter city − a user-friendly,
smart and energy eﬃcient city
district that acts as the centre
of city life in all four seasons.

Hiukkavaara is a model for
climate-conscious design in the
northern hemisphere. Energy and
materials are conserved, nature is
valued and human beings adapt to
their environment.

Hiukkavaara Living Lab –
Development themes of
a sustainable northern
winter city:
Energy eﬃcient city living
ICT services for a smart city
Intelligent electric networks
Block models of a winter city
Alternative and regenerating
forms of energy
Ecological water system
Centralised waste management
Cultural barracks for creative
sector
Functional public transportation
Safe wintertime cycling

The City of Oulu collaborates in
company-oriented development
work together with research and
higher education institutions.
Do you or your company have a
business idea, product or service
you would like to develop and
test in Hiukkavaara? Contact us,
let’s create success together!

Hiukkavaara – Arctic attitude,
modern city life and endless
wilderness.

Different homes,

Work, activities

Leisure time,

different lifestyles

and new ideas

recreational activities
and passion!

Leena,

an artist from the K2 barracks:

”If more people were to
move in, it would be nice,
less isolated. It would
be great to work in an
environment where artists
are not seen as the enemies
but as a resource. It would
also enhance creativity as
it would make me feel like
part of something bigger.”

Hiukkavaara is designed to be
the model city for sustainable
community planning. The houses
and gardens, streets, districts and
landscapes of Hiukkavaara create
a rich and diverse cityscape.
Houses come in diﬀerent shapes
and sizes, standing alone, next
to each other or on top of each
other.
The various lifestyles of
Hiukkavaara are visible in the
architecture, too: nature and the
wilderness are integral to the
design, as is the urban gardening,
visible in the gardens and on the
rooftops.
There is the perfect home for
every resident, whether young,
middle-aged or older. It is also
certain that each future resident
of Hiukkavaara can choose their
own way of life.

Living in Hiukkavaara gives you
a taste for life.

Antti,

has been rehearsing with his
band since 2002:

“Practising in the
Hiukkavaara barracks is a
big part of my life. Even in
the middle of the mundane,
busy, life and especially the
less I feel like it, the more
important it is to go along
to the band rehearsals in
Hiukkavaara. When you
reach the state of flow,
everything else fades into
the background. That is an
unforgettable feeling, and
that’s what I’m looking for.”

Old Hiukkavaara is a meeting
point for actions and diﬀerent
ideas. The culture life of Northern
Finland has discovered the old
barracks of Hiukkavaara. Crazy
ideas in Oulu have already
resulted in successful companies.
Work, activities and new business
ideas in Hiukkavaara are also
based on this creative energy.

Erkki,

active exerciser from
Hiukkavaara:

“Hiukkavaara keeps me
moving all year round.”

Hiukkavaara is already one of the
biggest centres of the creative
sector. Some 250 bands rehearse
in the old barrack buildings.
What’s more, artists, photographers, graphic designers and
sheet-metal workers are merging
with the new growth platforms.
Imagine the combinations when
they are blended with the ICT
expertise of Oulu!
Oulu supports entrepreneurship
and the founding of new
businesses. If you have a business
idea and a need for a new way of
combining living and running a
business from home, contact us
and we will help you take the next
steps.

Hiukkavaara will be designed so
that everyone can ﬁnd relaxation,
inspiration and balance in their
everyday life − in the way that
best suits them. Hiukkavaara
already oﬀers plenty of opportunities for activities of almost
any kind: music, arts, skating,
dogs, cross-country skiing, picking
berries, crafts.
Hiukkavaara has street-cred, too.
Skateboarders have been practicing in the barrack hall for years.
The expanding Hiukkavaara is
one big recreational area. Streets
and parks create opportunities
for walking the dog or doing
some parkour. The nearby
beaches along the riverbanks
of the Oulujoki and lakeside of
Valkeisjärvi, the shores of Myllyoja
and the heathlands, boulder ﬁelds
and marshes with their paths and
duckboards oﬀer an alternative to
the city environment.

Oulu
City Centre

Hiukkavaara
Centre

Hiukkavaara

Time is money but leisure time is
wealth.
For further information and for more
stories from Hiukkavaara, please visit
www.ouka.ﬁ/hiukkavaara
Land use
Leena Kallioniemi,
City Planning Architect
leena.k.kallioniemi(a)ouka.ﬁ
+358 44 7032425
Eini Vasu, City Planning Architect
eini.vasu(a)ouka.ﬁ
+358 44 7032402

Plans for Hiukkavaara
10,000 homes
3,200 apartments
3,300 terraced houses
2,000 semi-detached houses
1,500 single-family houses

Innovate, test, develop and grow in
Hiukkavaara!

Would you like to grow your
own carrots? Urban gardening
has been an important theme in
Hiukkavaara from the very
beginning. Reserve your plot and
start your life in Hiukkavaara
with your own, homegrown vegetables
and herbs.
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